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society and ask them ‘‘How do you feel about 
this? What do you suggest? What would you 
like me to do?’’ This action will increase 
trust between teenagers and adults, as well 
as recognize the validity of teen opinions, 
and help them to express their inner feelings 
and feel like they are valued members of so-
ciety. This is crucial, because many of those 
teenagers who witnessed the events of Sep-
tember 11th are now able to vote, and many 
more will soon be able to. It is important 
that they become recognized members of the 
political population, and not be devalued be-
cause they were never given a chance to ex-
press themselves or give voice to their be-
liefs. This attitude cannot be allowed to 
stand, because it would hamper the ability of 
future voters from fully forming their polit-
ical identity, and fulfilling America’s dream 
of a democratic government.’’
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ARAPAHO AND ROOSEVELT NA-
TIONAL FORESTS LAND EX-
CHANGE ACT OF 2004
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Wednesday, September 29, 2004

Mr. UDALL of Colorado. Mr. Speaker, I rise 
in strong support of this bill, which would ex-
pedite an exchange of lands between the city 
of Golden, Colorado and the Federal Govern-
ment. 

The bill was introduced by Colorado’s senior 
Senator, BEN NIGHTHORSE CAMPBELL. The 
House passed a similar measure last year. I 
joined my colleague from Colorado, Mr. 
BEAUPREZ, in introducing the House version. 

Under the bill, the city of Golden will receive 
about 9.84 acres that now are part of the 
Arapaho and Roosevelt National Forests. The 
City needs the land to construct a short pipe-
line—about 125 feet long—to bring water into 
a storage facility where it will be held for use 
by the city and its residents. 

In return, the City will transfer to the United 
States several parcels of land that are now 
inholdings within National Forest boundaries. 

These inholdings include lands near Argen-
tine Pass, which straddles the divide between 
Clear Creek County and Summit County and 
are crossed by the Continental Divide Trail. 
Adding those lands to the National Forest will 
reduce possible conflicts and increase public 
access to areas of high recreational value. So, 
this exchange is not only in the interests of the 
city of Golden and its residents, but in the 
public interest as well. 

The bill also includes a provision under 
which the City would be authorized to start 
work on the pipeline while the exchange pro-
ceeds, and further provides that if for some 
reason the exchange cannot be completed, 
the city will buy the lands that are needed for 
the pipeline. 

I want to thank the leadership of the Re-
sources Committee, especially Chairman 
POMBO and Ranking Member RAHALL for mak-
ing it possible for the bill to be on the House 
floor today. 

It is a modest bill but one that is very impor-
tant for the city of Golden and its residents. It 
is bipartisan and non-controversial, and I urge 
the House to agree to its passage so it can go 
to the president to be signed into law without 
further delay.
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Mr. THOMPSON of California. Mr. Speaker, 
I rise today to pay tribute to four generations 
of a remarkable farming and winemaking fam-
ily that has been producing award-winning 
California wines for 100 years. 

Family patriarch Charles Louis Kunde immi-
grated to the United States from Germany in 
1884, settling in Sonoma County, California. 
He grew Zinfandel grapes in Windsor for sev-
eral years before acquiring the means to pur-
chase the 650-acre Wildwood Ranch in 
Sonoma Valley in 1904. This site is the cor-
nerstone of the family’s current farming oper-
ation. Vines planted in 1882 on 28 acres of 
this initial purchase are still used to make the 
Kunde Century Vines Zinfandel. 

The Kunde family won the first of many 
wine awards, including a gold medal for their 
estate Zinfandel, in 1915 at the Panama Pa-
cific Exposition in San Francisco, the most 
prestigious pre-prohibition wine event in the 
country. 

Arthur ‘‘Big Boy’’ Kunde took over operation 
of the winery and vineyards following his fa-
ther’s death in 1922. These were hard times 
for the family. Prohibition limited wine produc-
tion to altar, sacramental and medicinal wines 
and the family had to diversify with a cattle 
ranching operation. 

The original winery closed for good when 
Big Boy’s two sons, Fred and Bob, were serv-
ing our country in World War II. The rest of 
the family continued to grow grapes and raise 
cattle to save the land. 

After the war, the family continued to grow 
grapes and began to acquire land adjacent to 
their original ranch. Bob and Fred also began 
a meat cutting business on the ranch. They 
cut meat by night and planted vineyards by 
day. 

By the mid 1980s the family had acquired 
nearly 2,000 acres of contiguous land sur-
rounding the original purchase. The vineyards 
stretched from the floor of the Sonoma Valley 
to the Mayacamas Mountains. It was now time 
to rebuild the winery and Kunde Estate Winery 
opened its doors in 1990. 

Today the winery produces 100,000 cases 
of wine annually. Ninety percent of the grapes 
are estate grown. There are 21 varietals and 
more than 100 clones grown on the estate 
property. 

A new generation of winemakers, managers 
and growers: Kurt, Bill, Jeff, Keith and Marcia, 
the children of Bob and Fred, are carrying on 
the family tradition of fine wine making. 

Mr. Speaker, the Kunde Estate Winery and 
Vineyards is celebrating its 100th Anniversary 
this year and it is appropriate that we honor 
them today.
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Mr. BONNER. Mr. Speaker, today I rise to 
honor the community of Chatom, Alabama, on 
the occasion of the 100th anniversary of its 
founding. 

Founded on October 4, 1904, Chatom was 
named the county seat of Washington County 
three years later. During the past 100 years, 
the citizens and officials of this community 
have created a very rich and diverse history, 
and have worked tirelessly to provide the best 
benefits possible for themselves and their 
county. 

As a result of efforts by many individuals 
and community organizations, the county’s 
first high school was located in Chatom, pro-
viding more readily-available educational op-
portunities for the families in the town and the 
surrounding area. Between 1952 and 1956, 
the Washington County Hospital and Nursing 
Home and the county’s public library were 
both opened in Chatom, providing greater ac-
cess to healthcare and cultural resources. 

During the past four decades, the citizens 
and leaders of Chatom have worked tirelessly 
to put into place recreational and infrastructure 
resources which could be used to attract out-
side industry and lead to an increase in the 
population base. These innovations have in-
cluded the construction of the Roy Wilcox Air-
port in 1963, the opening of an 18-hole public 
golf course in 1995, and the establishment of 
the Chatom Community Center in 2000. 

Mr. Speaker, the 1,205 residents of Chatom, 
Alabama, are firmly rooted in their proud past, 
and at the same time are keeping a careful 
and optimistic eye on the road ahead. The vi-
sion displayed by their community leaders dur-
ing the past 100 years has led to the creation 
of a stable community and an anchor for all of 
Washington County, and I have no doubt that 
the continued inspired leadership and vision of 
today’s residents and leaders will lead to even 
greater successes in the years ahead. 

It is my hope the Town of Chatom continues 
its story of success for another one hundred 
years.
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TRIBUTE TO DENVER DISTRICT 
ATTORNEY WILLIAM RITTER, JR. 
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Ms. DEGETTE. Mr. Speaker, I rise to honor 
the notable accomplishments and extraor-
dinary service of Denver District Attorney Wil-
liam (Bill) Ritter, Jr. This eminent public serv-
ant merits both our recognition and esteem as 
his impressive record of leadership and invalu-
able service has done much to improve the 
lives of our residents. 

Bill Ritter’s standing within our community is 
unrivaled. His tenure has been defined by not 
only the skills and faculties that distinguish 
district attorneys, but by a deep and abiding 
commitment to justice, high ethical standards 
and professionalism. 
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